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Friday, November 21

 

11:00am-12:30 pm (M21-109)

Session I:  Women, Gender, and Freedom: Texts to Contemporary Contexts

Organizer: Venu Mehta (vmehta@cst.edu), Claremont School of Theology

 

Presider: Shivani Bothra,(Shivani.Bothra@csulb.edu), California State University, Long              

Beach

 

Presenters:

Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh (nksingh@colby.edu), Colby College

Women, Gender, And Freedom: Premodern Stories for Modern Times

�      Justin Henry (justinwesleyhenry@gmail.com), University of South Florida.

Echoes of Sri Lanka's Lion Rock: The Monks, Nuns, and Divine Damsels of the Sigiri Graffiti

�      Rodney Sebastian (rodney.sebastian@gmail.com,) St. John's University

Intersections of Gender and Devotion: Sija Laiobi and The Role of Women in Manipuri Devotional

Arts

�      Venu Mehta (vmehta@cst.edu), Claremont School of Theology

Winning a Kingdom with Seven ‘koḍ īs’: Emotions, Ethics, Freedom, and Gender in the Jain

Narrative of Surasundarīno Rās

This interdisciplinary panel investigates the evolving conceptions of women, gender, and freedom through

literary, philosophical, and performative traditions across four major Dharma traditions: Jainism, Sikhism,

Hinduism, and Buddhism. The selected papers draw from a rich archive of premodern and early modern

texts, artistic representations, devotional narratives, and vernacular poetics to interrogate the layered and

context-dependent meanings of gendered agency and religious identity. The panel asks: How have

Dharma traditions historically framed questions of gender and freedom? In what ways do women-centered

narratives offer models for ethical, emotional, or spiritual liberation? And how do these frameworks

respond to or complicate contemporary understandings of self, body, and community?

 

In sum, this panel seeks to meaningfully engage ongoing scholarly conversations on gender and freedom

by centering the roles, voices, and interpretive agency of women within diverse Dharma traditions.

Through a comparative lens, the panel not only facilitates interreligious dialogue but also invites a critical

reexamination of received narratives concerning freedom, ethics, and spiritual authority. By bringing Jain,

Sikh, Hindu, and Buddhist traditions into sustained conversation, this panel offers new insights into the

historically situated and evolving expressions of gendered religiosity.

 

 

 

2:00- 3:30 pm (M21-204)

Session 2:  Compassion as a Path to Freedom

 

Organizer/Presider: Christopher Jain Miller (christopher.miller@arihantainstitute.org)Arihanta

Institute

 



Presenters:

Alba Rodríguez Juan (alba.rodriguez.juan@gmail.com), University of California, Riverside

Between Entanglement and Enlightenment: Rethinking Compassion in Jain and Buddhist Thought

Nirinjan Kaur Khalsa-Baker (Nirinjan.Khalsa@lmu.edu ), Loyola Marymount University

Cultivating Compassionate Courage as Sage Warriors

Eileen Goddard (eileengoddard@ucsb.edu ), University of California, Santa Barbara

The Interweaving of Cosmology, Soteriology and Compassion in the Gauḍ īya Vaiṣ ṇ ava Tradition

Jonathan Dickstein (jhdickstein@gmail.com), Arihanta Institute

Feelings and Vows:  Dharmic Understandings on the Relationship between Compassion and

Nonviolence

This panel will explore the central role of compassion in both theory and practice in the Dharma

traditions, with specific focus on Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Hinduism. Across these diverse

spiritual paths, compassion is not only a virtue but also a transformative practice that shapes the way

practitioners engage with themselves, others, and the world as they pursue liberation. Scholars will

elucidate the unique expressions of compassion within each tradition, examining how compassion serves

as a path to spiritual freedom, liberation, social harmony, and ethical living. The panel will highlight the

philosophical underpinnings, practical applications, and transformative power of compassion as taught in

each tradition, while demonstrating their applicability in contemporary society.

 

 

 

3:45-5:15pm (M21-304)

Session 3:  Perspective and Choice
 

Organizer:  Jonathan Edelmann, International Society for Science and Religion

Presider:  Stephanie Corigliano, Cal Poly Humboldt

Presenters:

Kalpesh Bhatt (kbhatt@umw.edu), University of Mary Washington

Freedom and Self-Formation: Rethinking Autonomy through the Swaminarayan Hindu Tradition 

Veena Howard (vehoward@csufresno.edu), California State University, Fresno

Attention to Plural Perspectives:  A Gandhian Way for Religious Freedom and Interfaith Harmony

         Raja Rosenhagen (rosenhagen@mail.fresnostate.edu), California State University, Fresno

The Jain Doctrine of nayavada:  A Perspectivalist Reading

Jonathan Edelmann (jonathan.edelmann@gmail.com International Society for Science and

Religion

Jiva Gosvamin on Perception and Freedom:  Objective Perspectivalism and Choice

 

The goal of the panel, “Perspective and Choice,” is to examine the relationship between perception as a

cognitive episode and freedom, or the way in which one can choose to see reality in some way or another.

We want to bring the resources of dharma traditions to discussion in philosophy such as epistemology and

the psychology of perception, showing how language, concepts, ideas, etc. construct the phenomenon

within the individual.

 

 

5:30-7:00pm (M21-403)

Session 4:  Keynote Address and Annual DANAM Book Award



 

Opening and Introductions:

�     Jonathan Edelmann, DANAM Steering Committee Chair

�      Veena Howard, DANAM Steering Committee Vice Chair

 

Keynote Speaker:  Francis X. Clooney, (fclooney@hds.harvard.edu) Harvard University

 

Dr. Adarsh Deepak Memorial Book Award:

Hindu and Catholic, Priest and Scholar: A Love Story, Francis X. Clooney, T&T Clark, 2024.

This autobiography traces Francis X. Clooney’s intellectual and spiritual journey from middle-class

American Catholicism to a lifelong study of Hinduism.  It explains how he became interested in learning

from Hinduism more than 50 years ago, and how professionally he came to fashion comparative theology

as a way of learning inter-religiously that is boldly intellectual and deeply personal and practical. His

strong commitment to Hindu-Catholic learning is lived out in intersections of his roles as theologian and

scholar of Hinduism, as a professor and practicing Catholic priest, and even now in his role as Parkman

Professor of Divinity, Harvard University.

 

Saturday, November 22

9:00-10:30am (M22-108)

Session 5:  DANAM Annual Book Review Panel:  Theodor, Ithamar, The Philosophy of the

Bhagavad-Gita, Cambridge University Press, 2025

The Bhagavad-gītā is a world classic considered not only the "Hindu Bible" but sometimes the "Indian

Bible" as well. Over the last 200 years or so, it has attracted much Indological attention; the present work

continues this Indological scholarship, and particularly the works of R.C. Zaehner (OUP 1969) and

Angelika Malinar (CUP 2007), which are profusely quoted and referred to. As such, it offers a systematic

survey of the Bhagavad-gītā 's main topics and doctrines in an innovative way. In my book "Exploring the

Bhagavad-gītā: Philosophy, Structure and Meaning" (Ashgate 2010 and later Routledge 2016) I have

argued for a coherent structure underlying the Bhagavad-gītā, which I called "The Three Storey House"

structure. This structure considers the Bhagavad-gītā to be based upon a hierarchical concept of reality,

constructed by three tiers arranged one above the other, and connected by an ethical ladder, existentially

leading one higher and higher through a gradual transformational process aiming at the upper tier. The

present book develops this idea further thematically.

Presider:  Veena Howard (vehoward@csufresno.edu), California State University, Fresno

Reviewers:

Jonathan Edelman (jonathan.edelmann@gmail.com), International Society for Science and

Religion

Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh (nksingh@colby.edu), Colby College

Graham Schweig (gschweig@cnu.edu) Christopher Newport University

Stephanie Corigliano (stephanie.corigliano@gmail.com), Cal Poly Humboldt

Aleksandar Uskokov (uskokov@gmail.com), Yale University

Respondent:  Ithamar Theodor (itamart@zefat.ac.il), Zefat Academic College, Safed 


